
About the aut or

Ken Town has had Cavalier King
Charles Spaniels for over twenty-five
years. He has bred and made up two
Champions, including winning Best In
Show at the Cavalier King Charles
Spaniel Club of Great Britain
Championship Show from an entry of

FACING PAGE: The Cavalier King Charles Spaniel has been adopted

as a family favourite worldwide.

over 700 dogs. He shows, breeds and
judges the breed, and has travelled to
Sweden, Finland; the USA, Australia
and New Zealand to judge at
Championship shows. Ken runs a
boarding kennels where many of the
visitors are Cavaliers.

Pho Carol A.nn Johnson.
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ORIGINS OF THE CAVALIER

EARLY TOY SPANIELS
The earliest information available to us
concerning toy spaniels of the type
now known as Cavalier King Charles
Spaniels can be found in paintings of
the 16th and lTth centuries. Cavaliers
have always been a favourite with the
aristocracy, and numerous paintings
from this period show little spaniels
accompanying groups of children,
sitting on ladies' knees, and tucked
into corners of pictures depicting
family life in the Royal Courts of
Europe.

ROYAL CONNECTIONS
A portrait of Henrietta of Orleans,
sister of Charles II, by Mignard in
1665 shows her with a blenheim
coloured spaniel, with large dark eyes,

a flat skull and sweet expression,
sitting on her lup. It was probably
Henrietta who introduced Charles II
to these little dogs who were
eventually to carry his name. Charles
was so taken by these spaniels that he
decreed that " they be allowed in any
public place " and the Royal Party was
seldom seen without them.

John Evelyn, diarist of Charles II,
records: "He took delight in having a

number of little spaniels follow him
and lie in his bed chamber".

Chapter One

Recently, in an attempt to test the
special privilege bestowed on the pets
of Charles II, a journalist approached
the Palace of Westminster
accompanied by a Cavalier King
Charles Spaniel and claimed the right
to enter along with his dog. Officials
politely refused to allow them in,
pointing out that the only dogs
allowed inside the Palace were Guide
Dogs for the Blind!

Mury Queen of Scots is known to
have been devoted to her toy spaniel
pet, and it is rumoured that the little
dog was hiding among her skirts at
the time of her execution.

During the 19th century, the Dukes
of Marlborough bred red-and-white
toy spaniels at Blenheim Palace, and
these were firm favourites with the
ladies. It is a well-known story that
Sarah, Duchess of Marlborough, had a
spaniel pet who gave her much
comfort while her husband was away
at war. In her anxiety, she is reputed
to have pressed her thumb repeatedly
on the spaniel's head while waiting for
news of her husband. When this bitch
subsequently had puppies they all bore
the 'thumbprint' marking on their
heads. This 'lozenge' or 'spot' is a
much-sought-after feature in the
breed today.

Queen Victoria was well-known for
her love of animals, but the favourite
of he_r many pejs is reputed to have
been 'Dash', a lovely tricolour spaniel.
Paintings by Sir Edwin Landseer,
commissioned by Queen Victoria and
now in the collection of Her Majesty
the Queen, show Dash with large,
round eyes, an almost flat skull and of
a similar type to many tricolours seen
at the present time.

Another well-known and delightful
painting by Landseer is to be found in
the Tate Gallery Collection in
London. It is called the Cavaliers Pets.
It was painted in 1845 and shows a

blenheim, with a perfect spot, and a
tricolour lying down side by side.
Most of the major art galleries in
European cities whose collections
contain paintings from the lTth
century onwards have Cavaliers
depicted as family pets, and a visit to
an art gallery can often be turned into
a " hunt the Cavalier " contest for
children or adults.

Dash and Cavaliers Pets are widely
reproduced in the form of miniatures
or postcards, and, along with the
Staffordshire figures known as 'Wally
Dogs' which became so popular in
Victorian times, can be found on the
mantlepiece of many a Cavalier owner.

FASHION FOR SHORT FACES
With the reign of William and Mury,
short-faced breeds like the Pug
became popular, and it became
fashionable for toy spaniels to be bred
with shorter and shorter noses until
they began to resemble Pekingese.
These short-nosed dogs are what we
now know as 'King Charles Spaniels',
and they are far fewer in number than
Cavaliers.
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In 1886 the Toy Spaniel Club was
formed and the following colours
were designated: black and tans were
called King Charles, tricolours (bIack,
tan and white) were Prince Charles or
King Charles I Spaniels, tan and
whites were blenheims, and all-red
with no white markings were known
as rubies. These colours were applied
to the short-nosed King Charles
Spaniels, although the same colours
occur in each of the two breeds. In
Cavaliers today the term 'blenheim' is
still used to describe tan and white,
and ruby refers to all-red dogs, but
'tricolour' and 'black and tan' have
superseded the other earlier names.

CRUFTS DOG SHOW 1926
The fashion for the short-nosed type
lasted until 1926 when a major
development took place in the
creation of the Cavalier as we know it
today.

An American gentleman, Roswell
Eldridge, was concerned that toy
spaniels with longer noses could no
longer be found. The committee of
Crufts Dog Show allowed him to put
the following announcement in the
1926 Catalogue:

"Blenheim Spaniels of the Old Type, as

shown in pictures of Charles II's time
long face, no stop, flat skull, not
inclined to be domed, with spot in centre
of skull. The first prize of f 25 in classes

947 and 948 are given by Roswell
Eldridge Etq., of l\'lew York, USA.
Prizes go to the nearest to type required

The announcement appeared with a

reproduction of Landseer's Cavaliers
Pets.

Prior to this development, in 1924,
the Chow Chow breeder Mrs Hewitt



ABOVE: The Duke of Marlborough and family, with a
blenheim spaniel (19th century).

FACING PAGE OOP):The King Charles Spaniel is
distinguished from the Cavalier by its short face, and by its
smaller size. Photo: Ken Town.

BELOW: The Cavalier King Charles Spaniel has now become
the most popular of the toy spaniel breeds.
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Pitt bought a blenheim King Charles
Spaniel bitch as a present for her
mother. When she took the bitch,
named Waif Julia, to Miss Brunne, of
the Hentzau King Charles Spaniels, in
order to be mated, it was suggested
that the bitch would be suitable to
enter in the class sponsored by
Roswell Eldridg". Waif Julia duly
appeared in the class, which she won,
along with the f25 prize.

Mrs Hewitt Pitt then embarked on a
project to breed back to the original
type of longer-nosed spaniels. She had
wide experience of dog breedingi her
father had helped to establish Bassett
Hounds in Britain around 1880. Her
kennel-name Ttiweh (Hewitt
reversed) is found in the pedigrees of
all Cavaliers in the world today.

In 1978, Mrs Hewitt Pitt attended
the Golden Jubilee Show of the
Cavalier King Charles Spaniel Club
and saw the fruits of all her hard work
with the large entry of Cavaliers
exhibited that day. She died in
December of that year.

DRAWING UP THE BREED
STANDARD
In 1928 the Cavalier King Charles
Spaniel Club was formed at Crufts
Dog Show. The secretary was Mrs
Hewitt Pitt, and the Chairman was
Miss Mostyn Walker, owner of Ann's
Son, a blenheim dog who won the
prize for best male at Crufts in the
classes sponsored by Roswell Eldridge
in the years 1928, 1929 and 1930. In
1936 he staged a comeback in his
ninth year to win Best of Breed yet
again.

At the inaugural meeting of the
Cavalier Club at Crufts, the name
'Cavalier King Charles Spaniel' was

chosen to differentiate the breed from
its shorter-nosed cousin, and the task
of drawing up a Breed Standard - the
blueprint for the breed - was
undertaken. The committee produced
as many pictures of Toy Spaniels
through the ages as could be found
and placed them on the table, along
with Ann's Son, who was used as a live
model. The Breed Standard was
formulated; points were allocated to
the various desired features of the
breed totalling 100 in all. Great
attention was paid to the head and no
fewer than 5 5 points were allocated to
its various parts, eyes, ears, skull etc.,
although it was specified that under
'General Appearance and Soundness'
dogs should be "active, sporting and
fearless " .

DEVELOPMENTS IN THE BREED
Over the years, breeders used the
long-nosed throw-outs from the
Charlie breeders to try and establish
the correct type of head with the soft,
melting expression so desired in the
Cavalier. Experiments were tried
crossing Cavaliers with Papillons to
get the longer nose required, and it is
known that some of today's dogs can
trace their pedigrees back to crosses
with Cocker Spaniels. The gene pool
was fairly small, and the same few
dogs appeared several times in the
pedigrees of the early Cavaliers,
particularly Ann's Son. In the early
years, there were no classes for
Cavaliers at dog shows and they had
to appear in classes open to breeds not
provided with proper classification.
The breed did not have Championship
status, and so most serious breeders
took little notice of this obscure
breed.

THE FIRST CAVALIER
CHAMPION
Thanks to the determination and
perseverance of the early breeders, the
breed achieved official Kennel Club
recognition in 1945 and the following
year the first Challenge Certificates
were allocated. On August 29th 1946,
the first Championship Show was held
at the School of Drama, Alverston,
Stratford-on -Avon. The best dog at
that show was Daynrell Roger, and he
became the breed's first Champion.
He was also a highly successful stud
dog, siring eleven Champion
offspring, whose progeny went on to
be a great influence on the breed.

The Breed Standard was revised
around this time and the original
points system, which had placed so
much emphasis on the head, was
discontinued. The General

ORIGINS OF THE CAVALIER

Appearance section of the new
Standard required dogs to be: "active,

graceful and well-balanced, absolutely
fearless and sporting in character, very
gay,and free from trimming and all
artificial colouring. "

From the early days, when the
breeders of the 1920s struggled to
have their dogs recognised, Cavaliers
have grown tremendously in
popularity, both as a show dog and as

a companion dog. Cavaliers are to be
found all over the world, all descended
from the dogs bred by those early
pioneering breeders. The success of
the breed owes much to the
dedication of those determined to re-
establish the longer-nosed spaniel,
but, in the main, it is because of the
Cavalier's great charm, which has won
over the hearts of so many devoted
admirers.
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